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Our Heritage
Established in 1982 Raatz Steel Construction played a vital role in the economic growth and 
development of the Industrial Sector in the Western Cape – Spearheaded by Gerald Raatz, 
known in the industry for his accurate estimating and precision in executing projects. 

Raatz Steel Construction was a family-owned and managed company. 

Second from the left: Jennifer Raatz  •  Fifth from the left Gerald Raatz   
•  Founding Members (1982)
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Gerald Rubin Raatz - Founder

An experienced Red Seal Boiler Maker by trade (1974), Gerald Rubin Raatz had the guidance and 
leadership two priory generations of family entrepreneur. In 1982, he started a general steelwork practice in 
his garage. 

The following year, from these humble beginnings, he founded Raatz Steel Construction, focussing on 
the fabrication of structural steel.

However, Gerald’s vision was to combine structural steel and traditional construction under one roof – to 
create a true one-stop shop. Thus, in 2002, GR Building & Steel was born. 

His philosophy was: We do not outsource; we make. Gerald’s concept was to incorporate & consolidate 
as many subcontract trades under one umbrella, thereby having the control over works programs and 
ensuring contracts are executed before completion dates. 

Gerald involved his sons, Lyle and Warren, in his work from an early age, fostering in them a deep-seated 
passion for building. They continue developing and growing their father’s legacy.

A young Gerald Raatz in Malawi in 1977 with his leading hand at the time.
2

The Legacy



3

River Gate, Enterprise Park 14 No. Warehouse Units

The Next Generation
Lyle & Warren Raatz have succeeded their father in 2016. They share extensive knowledge 
and experience in construction which expands from Africa to Qatar, working with world-class 
quantity surveying practices and project management firms. 

Their modern and hands on approach is what makes this team unique from the rest. 

Understanding clients needs is pivotal to the success of every project
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Who we are

GR Building & Steel presents clients with an integrated offering 
and completes every project with precision.

We are a hands-on, owner-managed family-based business, that 
is carrying forward the legacy and traditions of Gerald Raatz.

Several of our key managers and workforce have been with us 
for more than 30 years per individual. 
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Busy Corner, Cold Storage Facility, Cape Town TWT, Sun Valley
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•	 Professional	advice

•	 Full	turnkey	solution

•	 Design	of	commercial	and	industrial	buildings

•	 Complete	construction	and	building	services

•	 Fabrication	and	erection	of	structural	steel

•	 Fabrication	and	installation	of	industrial	box	gutters

•	 Roof	sheeting	installation	

•	 Specialist	in	curved	structures	and	portal	frames

Our integrated offering includes:

Technology & Quality Control

•	 Our	design	&	drafting	office	use	the	latest	software	in	modelling	and	 
detailing Structures. 

•	 Our	fabrication	unit	comprises	of	3,000m² workshop floor space. Is fully 
operational and outfitted with modern precision machinery. 

•	 We	use	the	latest	welding	equipment.

•	 Our	focus	on	technology	ensures	accuracy	,	with	clinical	precision.

•	 Quality	control	procedure	comprises	of	a	four-point	check	system	that	is	
applied to fabrication. 
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Our	project	portfolio	comprises	of	Industrial	&	Commercial	buildings,	Warehouses,	Retail	Centre’s,	
Multi	–	Purpose	Sports	Facilities,	Private	School,	School	Halls,	Residential	Steel	Frame	Structures	
&	full	Turnkey	Developments.	Our	structural	steel	services	extended	throughout	South	Africa	&	
Mozambique.

Projects

The health, safety and welfare of GR Building & Steel employees, trainees, customers and members 
of the public are critical to us. 

Every site has a trained, full-time in-house safety officer.

Our	safety	documents	are	compiled	and	updated	regularly	by	an	external	H&S	practice	ensuring	all	
regulations and procedures meet the latest requirements.

Health and safety

Erica Square, Shopping Centre Rallim Preparatory (Private) School, Cape Town

5’s Football & Swim Hub, Pinehurst 
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Sunningdale Multi-purpose Sports Facility  

“We strive to be leaders in the construction industria by offering our clients a one 
stop shop, completing every project with precision, pride and on time.”

Mission Statement 
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Duration	 :	 8	months	(civil	and	construction	works)

Main	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Civil	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Steel	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Construction	Overview	 :	 Three	main	structures;	Pre-prep	Building,	Admin	Building	and	

	 	 Prep	Building	and	dance	studio

	 :	 Guard	House	&	Refuse	Room

	 :	 120,000	litre	Water	Purification	System

External	works	 :	 Main	sports	field,	tennis	courts,	cricket	nets,	golf	putting	course,	
driveway and featured walkways

	 :	 One	of	a	kind	/	custom	built	playgrounds

	 :	 Natural	courtyards	and	play	areas

Project: Rallim Preparatory School
(Private School) Phase 1



Duration	 :	 8	months	(civil	and	construction	works)

Main	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Civil	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Steel	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Construction	Overview	 :	 Extension	to	Existing	Prep	Building

	 :	 Mezzanine	Floor

	 :	 Art	Studio

	 :	 Glass	Music	Pods

External	works	 :	 Walk	Ways

	 :	 Natural	Courts

:			Blogging	&	Vlogging	Studios

:			Robotic	Workshop

:			Additional	Classrooms

Project: Rallim Preparatory School
(Extension to Prep Building) Phase 2
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Duration	 :	 18	months

Main	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Steel	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Construction	Overview	 :	 Phase	1	to	3

	 :	 Complete	refurbishment	and	structural	alterations	of	office	building.	
Additional retail units.

	 :		 The	Shed

	 :	 Potluck	Club	Restaurant

Project: The Old Biscuit Mill (Phase 1 - 3)
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Duration	 :	 10	months		Main	Contractor

Main	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Steel	Contractor	 :	 GR	Building	&	Steel

Construction	Overview	 :	 Phase	4	to	5

	 	 Block	F:	Internal	Refurbishment,	Custom		
	 	 Built	Canopies	&	Bar	Counters

	 	 Block	G:	Roof	Enclosure,	New	Facades	&		
  Internal Refurbishment

Project: The Old Biscuit Mill (Phase 4 - 5)
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“GR Building and Steel has undertaken various structural and other steelwork 

installations for us. We highly recommend them for their excellent service, quality 

workmanship and adherence to our programmes at all times. The company 

conducts	its	business	in	a	very	professional	way.	Feel	free	to	contact	me	for	a	

personal reference.”  
– James Gorrie, Managing Director, Gorrie & Findlay, property developers 
and master builders

References

“We have worked with GR Building and Steel on a number of projects, both our 

own developments and on behalf of clients. The company has proven to be both 

competitive on pricing and reliable on build quality, sticking to the programme and 

accommodating changes during the build. We have no problem recommending 

them and will use them on our future projects. We wish them all the success for the 

future.”  
– Tony Behr, Partner, Davatoni Projects

“I have worked with GR Building and Steel for more than thirty years, across South 

Africa, first with Gerald and now with Lyle and Warren. We do an average of six to 

eight projects together a year. I am tremendously satisfied with them, especially 

with how they have incorporated structural steel and traditional construction into 

one entity.”  
–  Vincent Welby-Solomon, Engineer, Orrie, Welby-Solomon & Associates, 
consulting, civil and structural engineers

“GR	Building	and	Steel	have	completed	a	substantial	portfolio	for	the	Garden	Cities	

Group, executing every project with the same precision and delivering all projects 

on time and within budget. These projects range from school halls, multipurpose 

sports facilities and a private school.  

I’ve	been	fortunate	enough	to	have	worked	closely	with	both	generations	in	the	

company and the professionalism being displayed at all times is commendable. The 

way they have combined structural steel and building construction under one roof 

creates efficiency and economies of scale for the benefit of the client.” 
–John Matthews, Group CEO Garden Cities, non-profit company (RF); Past President, Master 
Builders Association of the Western Cape; President, Master Builders Association of South Africa
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Accreditations

•	 CIDB	(Construction	Industry	Development) 
www.cidb.org.za

•	 SEESA	(Small	Enterprise	Employers	of	South	Africa) 
www.seesa.co.za

•	 MEIBC	(Metal	&	Engineering	Industrial	Bargaining	Council)	
www.meibc.co.za

•	 BIBC	(Building	Industry	Bargaining	Council) 
www.bibc.co.za

•	 MBSA	(Master	Builders	South	Africa	Association) 
www.masterbuilders.org.za

•	 FEM	(Federation	Employees	Mutual	Fund) 
www.fema.co.za

•	 NHBRC	(National	Homes	Building	Registration	Council) 
www.nhbrc.org.za

•	 The	Old	Biscuit	Mill
 www.theoldbiscuitmill.co.za
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DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF INDUSTRIAL AND  
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS AND STEEL STRUCTURES

P.O Box 3584, Tyger Valley, 7536

 info@grbuilding.co.za 

www.grbuildingandsteel.co.za           

021 905 0382 021 905 0380/1        


